Context
Danish research published in the December issue of The European Heart Journal reveals that diabetic patients with acute myocardial infarction (AMI) are less likely to be treated with thrombolysis than their non-diabetic counterparts.
Significant findings
Analysis of the data revealed that diabetic AMI patients have a grossly increased long-term mortality, with 7-year mortality rates as high as 79% in insulin-treated, 73% in tablet-treated and 62% in diettreated diabetic patients, compared with 46% in non-diabetic patients. They also found that even though the diabetic patients had the same frequency of ST-segment elevation and the same admission delay, treatment with thrombolysis and aspirin was significantly less frequently prescribed to diabetic patients than to non-diabetic patients.
